
Calling



Calling

Three coordinates to triangulate your calling

First coordinate: Story

Second coordinate: Desire

Third coordinate: Journey



Calling

Be Wise and Discerning with Desires

Desire without knowledge is not good (Proverbs 19:2)

And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its 

passions and desires. (Galatians 5:24).

to put off your old self, which belongs to your former manner of life and is 

corrupt through deceitful desires, 23 and to be renewed in the spirit of 

your minds, 24 and to put on the new self, created after the likeness of 

God in true righteousness and holiness. (Ephesians 4:22-24)

But each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire. 

15 Then desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is 

fully grown brings forth death. (James 1:14-15)



Calling

Be Wise and Discerning with Desires

What the wicked dreads will come upon him, but the desire of the righteous 

will be granted. 25 When the tempest passes, the wicked is no more, but 

the righteous is established forever. (Proverbs 10:24-25)

The desire of the righteous ends only in good; the expectation of the wicked 

in wrath. (Proverbs 11:23)

Hope deferred makes the heart sick, but a desire fulfilled is a tree of life. 

(Proverbs 13:12)

But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. 

17 For the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of 

the Spirit are against the flesh, for these are opposed to each other, to 

keep you from doing the things you want to do. (Galatians 5:16-17)



Calling

Elijah

9 There he came to a cave and lodged in it. And behold, the word of the Lord 

came to him, and he said to him, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 10 

He said, “I have been very jealous for the Lord, the God of hosts. For the

people of Israel have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, 

and killed your prophets with the sword, and I, even I only, am left, and 

they seek my life, to take it away.”

(1 Kings 19:9-10)



Calling

Nehemiah

2 In the month of Nisan, in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, when wine 

was before him, I took up the wine and gave it to the king. Now I had not 

been sad in his presence. 2 And the king said to me, “Why is your face 

sad, seeing you are not sick? This is nothing but sadness of the heart.”

Then I was very much afraid.

(Nehemiah 2:1-2)



Calling

Paul

4 though I myself have reason for confidence in the flesh also. If anyone else 

thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have more: 5 

circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of 

Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a 

persecutor of the church; as to righteousness, under the law blameless. 7 

But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 8 

Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of 

knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all 

things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9 and be 

found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the 

law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from 

God that depends on faith— 10 that I may know him and the power of his 

resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his 

death, 11 that by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from 

the dead.     

(Philippians 3:4-11)



Calling

Jesus

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us 

also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run 

with endurance the race that is set before us, 2 looking to Jesus, the 

founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him 

endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand 

of the throne of God.  

(Hebrews 12:1-2)



Calling

2 And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: 

3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 

5 “Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 

6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall 

be satisfied. 

7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 

8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 

9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 

10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs 

is the kingdom of heaven. 

11 “Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all 

kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, 

for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets 

who were before you. 

(Matthew 5:2-12)



Calling

7 “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be 

opened to you. 8 For everyone who asks receives, and the one who

seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will be opened. 9 Or which one 

of you, if his son asks him for bread, will give him a stone? 10 Or if he 

asks for a fish, will give him a serpent? 11 If you then, who are evil, know 

how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father 

who is in heaven give good things to those who ask him! 

(Matthew 7:7-11)



Calling

29 And as they went out of Jericho, a great crowd followed him. 30 And 

behold, there were two blind men sitting by the roadside, and when they 

heard that Jesus was passing by, they cried out, “Lord, have mercy on us, 

Son of David!” 31 The crowd rebuked them, telling them to be silent, but 

they cried out all the more, “Lord, have mercy on us, Son of David!” 32 

And stopping, Jesus called them and said, “What do you want me to do 

for you?” 33 They said to him, “Lord, let our eyes be opened.” 34 And 

Jesus in pity touched their eyes, and immediately they recovered their 

sight and followed him. 

(Matthew 20:29-34)



HOMEWORK

1. Lord, help me remember, when have I felt most like myself?

2. What do I have in abundance?

3. Is there one thing I could drop right now?

4. Remembering what has brought you life, what has come against you

in that?

5. When was the last time you found yourself in a situation that you 

didn’t know what to do? What was your reaction? Why?

6. Think though your story, through the decades of your life. What are 

the systems I’ve built to deal with life?

7. How have I been interpreting my life? What have I misinterpreted in 

my life?

8. What do you want? What do you want Jesus to do for you?


